
ESL Awareness Week 
Recommended Reading List 
 
 

 

From Every End of This Earth:  
13 Families and the New Lives They 

Made in America  
by Steven V. Roberts 

 

The Spirit Catches You and You Fall 
Down:  

A Hmong Child, Her American Doctors, 
and the Collision of Two Cultures  

by Anne Fadiman 

 

First Generation:  
36 Trailblazing Immigrants and Refugees 

Who Make America Great 
by Sandra Neil Wallace 

 

Outcasts United  
by Warren St. John 

 

1000 Families  
by Uwe Ommer 

 

Growing Up Ethnic in America 
by Maria Mazziotti Gillan and Jennifer 

Gillan (eds.) 

 

What I Eat: Around the World in 80 Diets  
by Peter Menzel 

 

Secret Daughter: A Novel 
by Shipi Somaya Gowda 

 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anne_Fadiman
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Who’s Irish?  
by Gish Jen 

 

Jaguar 
by Paul Stoller 

 

Sari of the Gods 
by G.S. Sharat Chandra 

 

The New Sweet Style 
by Vasilii Aksenov 

 

House of Sand and Fog 
by Andre Dubus 

 

Garden of Exile 
by Aleida Rodríguez 
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Children’s 
 

 

All Are Welcome 
by Alexandra Penfold & Suzanne 

Kaufman 

 

Front Desk 
by Kelly Yang 

 

Name Jar  
by Yangsook Choi 

 
Teens 

 

 

A Land of Permanent Goodbyes 
by Atia Abawi 

 

Americanized: Rebel Without a Green 
Card 

by Sara Saedi (Knopf) 

 

We Are Here to Stay: Voices of 
Undocumented Young Adults 

by Susan Kuklin 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


