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Objectives:  

» Provide a summary of the requirements for Oregon 
districts regarding the newly passed dyslexia 
legislation.  

» Share information on the type of screening 
measures and teacher training outlined in the 
legislation.  

» Provide an overview of the plan for universal 
screening and instructional support that was 
presented to the Oregon legislature.  

» Summarize the work to date on developing a list of 
dyslexia -related training opportunities.  

» Share timelines for districts to implement the 
requirements of the new dyslexia legislation.  

 



SB 612 Requirements  



SB 612 
» The Department of Education shall designate a dyslexia 

specialist  

» The department shall annually develop a list of training 
opportunities related to dyslexia  

» Each school district shall ensure that at least one K -5 
teacher in each K -5 school has received training related 
to dyslexia  

» School districts that do not comply with the training 
requirements and do not secure a waiver from the 
department are considered nonstandard under ORS 
327.103 

» The board shall adopt by rule the criteria for a waiver from 
the training requirements to address instances when 
noncompliance is outside the control of the district  

* Amendments to Section 1 become operative on January    
  1, 2018 

 



SB 612 

The list of training opportunities must:  

»Be developed in collaboration with TSPC 

to ensure the training opportunities also 

satisfy professional development 

requirements  

» Include at least one opportunity that is 

provided entirely online  

 



SB 612 

The list of training opportunities must:  

» Comply with the knowledge and practice standards 

of an international organization on dyslexia  

» Enable the teacher to understand and recognize 

dyslexia  

» Enable the teacher to implement instruction that is 

systematic, explicit and evidence -based to meet 

the educational needs of students with dyslexia  

 



SB 612 

» The Department of Education shall develop a plan 

to:  

»Ensure that every K and 1 student enrolled in a public 

school receives a screening for risk factors of dyslexia  

»Provide guidance for notifications sent by school 

districts to parents of students who are identified as 

being at risk for dyslexia based on screening  

 



SB 612 
ÅThe plan must be developed collaboratively with experts 

on dyslexia, including representatives of nonprofit 
entities with expertise in issues related to dyslexia and 
the dyslexia specialist  

ÅThe department must identify screening tests that are 
cost effective  

ÅThe department shall submit a report on the plan and 
any proposed legislation to the interim legislative 
committees on education no later than September 15, 
2016 

ÅThe screening tests must screen for:  

» phonological awareness  

» rapid naming skills  

» letter/sound correspondence  

» family history of difficulty in learning to read  

 



SB 612 is now ORS 326.726 

 





Definition of Dyslexia  

Dyslexia is  

Å a specific learning disability  
Å neurobiological in origin  

Å characterized by difficulties with accurate and/or fluent 
word recognition and by poor spelling and decoding abilities  

Å difficulties typically result from a deficit in the phonological 
component of language  

Å difficulties often unexpected in relation to other cognitive 
abilities and the provision of effective classroom instruction  

Å secondary consequences may include problems in 
reading comprehension and reduced reading experience 
that can impede growth of vocabulary and background 
knowledge.  

 

IDA/NICHD, 2002  



»The population of individuals with dyslexia 

is heterogeneous. Each child is unique ð 

and the severity of dyslexia varies.  

»The environment determines how severely 

the child will experience dyslexia ð and 

instruction is the most important 

environmental factor.  



 

» Dyslexia is neurobiological in origin.  

» If provided with effective intervention, the brains of 
students with dyslexia normalize.  

» When intensive intervention is provided early, before 
failure has occurred, the detrimental effects of 
dyslexia can be largely avoided.  

» Children at risk for dyslexia who learn to read at 
normal levels by the end of first grade continue to 
perform at normal levels across the grades.  

» Brains of older children do normalize, but it if this 
doesnõt happen until a later age, it results in a large 
gap in achievement and it is difficult to catch up.  

 
Patricia Mathes  (2016) Webinar: Curing Dyslexia: What is Possible?  

International Dyslexia Association  



Screening Measures  



Screening Measures  

» Phonological Awareness  

»What is it ? 

The ability to manipulate the sound system of 
spoken language, including words, rhymes, 
syllables, onset -rimes, and phonemes.  

»Why are we screening for it ? 

PA is a crucial precursor to reading acquisition 
in alphabetic languages. Difficulties that 
students with dyslexia experience with accurate 
and fluent word recognition typically result from 
a deficit in the phonological component of 
language.   

 

 



Screening Measures  
» Phonological Awareness  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Chard & Dickson, 1999  



Screening Measures  

»Phonological Awareness  

»Phonemic Segmentation  

 

 

 

 

 



Screening Measures  
» Rapid Naming Skills  

» What is it ? 

Task of naming a series of familiar items as quickly as 
possible (e.g., colors, objects, digits, letters). It 
measureõs a childõs ability to efficiently retrieve 
information from long -term memory and to execute 
a sequence of operations quickly and repeatedly.  

» Why are we screening for it ? 

This skill is required for a child to decode words. 
Rapid Automatized Naming (RAN) is a mini -circuit of 
the larger reading circuitry developed in our brains.  
RAN is one of the strongest predictors of later 
reading ability, and particularly for reading fluency.  

 





Screening Measures  
» Letter/Sound Correspondence  
»What is it ? 

The association between a specific letter and its 
corresponding sound. For example, the letter m  
makes the sound / mmmmm /.  

»Why are we screening for it ? 

A common feature of dyslexia is difficulty with 
accurate and/or fluent word recognition. 
Students with dyslexia struggle to acquire both 
knowledge of letter -sound correspondences 
and skill in using this knowledge to decode 
unfamiliar words in text. This in turn, begins to 
interfere with the development of reading 
fluency.  



Screening Measures  

»Letter/Sound Correspondence  

»Letter Sounds  

 

m  r  s  p  



Screening Measures  

»Letter-Sound Correspondence  

»Nonsense Word Reading  

 

 loj  jak  fev   rus   
 



Screening Measures  

» Family History of Difficulty in Learning to Read  

»What is it ? 

A parent, grandparent, sibling or other family 

member has dyslexia.  

»Why are we screening for it ? 

The neurological differences associated with 

dyslexia are genetic. A child from a family with 

a history of dyslexia inherits a greater risk for 

reading problems than does a child from a 

family without a history of dyslexia.  

 

 



Screening Measures  

» Family History of Difficulty in Learning to Read  

» Collect at the time of school enrollment  

» Use a separate form to be included with 
general enrollment form  

» Contextualize the question due to the 
sensitive nature of information  

»Include a question such as òIs there anyone in 
the family who has struggled with reading? 
Spelling? Writing?  

»When possible, follow up with parent/teacher 
meeting to gather additional information in 
person (e.g., at parent/teacher conferences)  

 



Criteria for Selecting Screening 

Instruments  



Criteria for Selecting Screening 

Instruments  
» Predictive Validity :  a measure of how well the 

prediction of future performance matches actual 
performance along the entire range of performance 
from highest to lowest  

» Classification Accuracy : a measure of how well the 
screener divides students into those considered at risk 
and those not to be at risk  

» Norm -Referenced Scoring :  scores have been 
developed on large samples of diverse subjects and 
allow us to know how common or rare a score is  

 

From: Dykstra (2013).  A Literate Nation What Paper. Selecting 
Screening Instruments: Focus on Predictive Validity, Classification 
Accuracy, and Norm -Referenced Scoring.  



Criteria for Selecting Screening 

Instruments  

»òThe measures used to identify at-

risk students must be strongly 

predictive of future reading ability 

and separate low and high 

performers.ó 

 

   (Chard & Dickson, 1999)  



Criteria for Selecting Screening 

Instruments  

»òWithout norms, it is possible to identify 
weak children within a given class or 
school, but it is not possible to determine 
what proportion of children in the entire 
school may require intervention because 
of relatively weak prereading  skills and 
knowledge.ó 

 

»Torgesen , 1998 



Criteria for Selecting Screening 

Instruments  

»The Department must identify screening 

tests that are cost effective  

 

 

 

 



»òThe acquisition of reading skills models a 

moving target, the skills that predict it 

change at each point in reading 

development and researchers choose 

which combinations of measures give 

them the best predictions in the least 

amount of time at a given grade level.ó 

» (Speece , 2005)      



Teacher Training  


